
1. What can be done to improve development with off-the-air fundraising through the efforts of 
the board? -not by putting more work on our small staff.  

The LSB, committee members and friends of KPFT can make outgoing calls to lapsed members starting with 
those who gave the most. The Development Department will have to provide us with lists. We can use cell 
phones. 

2. Can we get more progressive talk radio and less music? Do you support adding sponsor 
underwriting to raise money? 

Part I: We can have it all. From a computer we can listen to 90.1FM, KPFT’s HD stream, archived programs 
and more. I am concerned about the future of the world and I think Houston influences it tremendously. So I 
would like to see us carry news, progressive talk and public affairs with a touch of music, Monday thru Friday 
(24/5) and music with a touch of news, 24/2, on the weekend. This is a policy decision for the LSB. It would 
have to come after careful analysis by the LSB, management and staff with input from the community. We must 
take into consideration what makes dollars and sense. This is not just crunching numbers; it’s an art.  
Part II: I support sponsor underwriting. This week, I spoke with a powerful, local non-profit to see if they were 
interested and they said this was something they would like to discuss. That is where I think we should begin. I 
don’t want us dealing with Fortune 500 companies or the like. I don’t want us compromising our independence 
and objectivity. 

3. Are you familiar with the duties of the LSB according to article 7, section 3 of the Pacifica 
bylaws? Which of those tasks do you plan to focus your attention on upon election to the LSB? 

If not G, why are we here? Summarizing G: 
“To work with station management to ensure that programming fulfills the purposes of the Foundation 
and the needs of listeners, and programming decisions are fair, and collaborative.” Over the past 13 
years, since the adoption of the bylaws that for the first time placed in the hands of the membership the 
power of selecting the Local Station Board, this section has been largely ignored. I believe that 26 heads 
are better than one or two. The GM and the Program Director must start working with the LSB to 
determine how best to fulfil this part of Article 7. 

4. What specific problems are on the current board, without naming names, and how would you 
overcome those problems if elected? 

The meetings are dysfunctional. This LSB seems to be ignorant of the Standing and Special Rules that 
previous boards adopted. I have been teaching Robert’s Rules of Order here in Houston and to audiences 
across the globe through my book, Robert’s Rules for Kids. I have offered to teach it to the LSB and will 
continue to do so. 

5. Would KPFT be able to sell its programming to Sirius Radio as a source of revenue? 
We should explore it. It strikes me as a win-win. We share our programming and our message, and we get 
revenue and exposure. 

6. Why do you want to serve on the LSB?  
My talents fit this organization. This foundation is committed to the goal of peace and social justice. Because of 
its power and potential, I can’t think of any organization open to my direct involvement that has more potential 
to accomplish this goal. 

7. Do you think there is a need for each person on the board to participate in fund drives? 
Yes, both on and off the air. I’ve helped in almost every fund drive over the past 13 years, helped produce a 
banner that has been unfurled over the Southwest Freeway (bridge blogging), chaired a committee that put on 
the KPFT Tennis Fun Fest (it raised $4,000+), and obtained a gift of $400 that produced a 5000 piece flyer 
promoting programs that fall under committee I chair: Anti-Racism and Diversity. 

8. Who would be the best candidate to advertise for KPFT? What would be the best method? 
Every member of the board should advertise KPFT. I don’t know what method would be the best, but I’ve used 
every means at my disposal to promote and grow KPFT. I chair the Anti-Racism and Diversity Committee and 
we had 14 people at our November meeting. This was a result of using social media and direct phone calls. 
       9. What is your opinion about KPFT becoming independent from the Pacifica Network? 
Repeating what I said during the candidates’ debate: Hell, no! Call me at 281-546-6793 and if you wish I’ll bend 
your ear for the reasons but it would be a real waste of time for both of us. 
     10. If you were the General Manager, what would you do? 
A lot more consulting with the board and staff, both paid and volunteer. 
     11. If and when radio is closed captioned, what programs would you like to have in that format? 
Democracy Now already is. Pacifica has many news and public affairs programs that should be shared in this 
manner. It’s all about time and money. 



     12. Name one major goal you hope to accomplish if elected to the LSB. 
Financial solvency. I know things for the Pacifica Foundation are tight but with the property we own in Houston, 
Los Angeles and Berkeley plus the gems in the Pacifica Archives, I question whether they are as bleak as is 
often stated. I think solving this problem begins with the growth of our audience and volunteers. I have had 
success in this area. Whether I’m on the LSB or not, I will continue to promote, in many ways, KPFT and 
Pacifica. 

13. What changes to the programs on the radio you would like to see? 
I dream of hearing a coast-to-coast all-night variety program that would air on the five Pacifica Foundation 
stations plus the 190 or so affiliates. It would run from 11pm to 5am in each time zone. The entire country 
would be connected for part of the night. The appeal of this show, from a guest’s perspective, would be the 
ability to connect with listeners in five of the largest media markets in the country. The benefit to Pacifica would 
be the ability to get people from the stage in New York, politicians from D.C., a wide range of people from 
Houston and the San Francisco Bay area and people from the world of TV, film and popular music from Los 
Angeles.  

 14. Do you realize the board has the job of overseeing management? What metrics would you 
use to evaluate management performance? 

The LSB has this job but it’s been done poorly. The result has been management operating without a guidance. 
They need the constructive support of the Management Selection and Review Committee. The metrics are 
Membership, Revenue, Listenership and, while arbitrary, programming. 

15. If management is not performing well what steps would you take? 
I think the question should include the generation of revenue. Two both parts of this question I say: 
Management needs clear objectives. They need to work with the board. They need realistic, measurable goals. 
If it’s outreach to specific people and organizations and they don’t do what has been decided and is fair and 
membership and revenue does not increase the option of termination has to be on the table. It must be the last 
resort but it must be a consideration. 
 16. I would like to know what the potential electees see as the biggest obstacle to bring in new 

members. 
The absence of a Strategic Plan with goals for one, three, and five years, and a way of evaluating progress. 
 17. Does KPFT have any program that would involve astronauts with the LSB? 
We should explore it. Former astronaut Mae Jamison who heads up the project “100 year Starship” has her 
offices walking distance from KPFT. She should be approached and if she doesn’t want to lead such a 
program, she must have ideas of others who could.  

                           18. Given that some issues are controversial such that we find many KPFT listeners scattered 
across the spectrum regarding these issues, how would you suggest that programmers host on-air 
forums including topical speakers from many sides of an issue while remaining impartial? Can you do 
so and still stay within Pacifica bylaws (e.g., a forum on military intervention)? 
In 2016, KPFT and the entire Pacifica Network should provide gavel-to-gavel coverage of all conventions of all 
recognized political parties with progressive analysis. Beyond that we should assert our right, protected by a 
decision of the U.S. Supreme Court, and air editorials that reflect the Pacifica philosophy. Every effort should 
be made to air debates and discussions on the critical issues of today. Having a host or a team of hosts who 
reflect a left bias strikes me as fair and necessary considering the platform that the right has today. It includes 
Fox but it is much, much more 

19. If we find life on another planet, which of your favorite shows would you like to introduce to 
them? 

Blues in High-Fi. It seems to me only right to give a rock the predecessor to rock. Even if they don’t understand 
the words, I would hope they swing. 

20. Which of your favorite songs would you like to see translated into Spanish and played on 
KPFT? 

Guantanamera. OK, I know I’ve got that backward but the version sung in Spanish by Pete Seeger should not 
be lost. So that’s my pick and I’m sticking to it. No, I’m not sticking to it. My style is to be open to other ideas. 
Got some? 
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